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A Spell of Winter

Helen Dunmore
Bestselling author Helen Dunmore's third novel, A Spell of Winter won the 1996
Orange Prize. Catherine and her brother, Rob, don't know why they have been
abandoned by their parents. Incarcerated in the enormous country house of their
grandfather - 'the man from nowhere' - they create a refuge against their family's
dark secrets, and against the outside world as it moves towards the First World War.
As time passes, their sibling love deepens and crosses into forbidden territory. But
they are not as alone in the house as they believe ... A marvellous novel about
forbidden passions and the terrible consequences of thwarted love. Dunmore is one
of the finest English writers . ( Daily Mail ). A hugely involving story which often
stops you in your tracks with the beauty of its writing . ( Observer ). An electrifying
and original talent, a writer whose style is characterized by a lyrical, dreamy
intensity . ( Guardian ). Helen Dunmore has published eleven novels with Penguin:
Zennor in Darkness , which won the McKitterick Prize; Burning Bright ; A Spell of
Winter , which won the Orange Prize; Talking to the Dead ; Your Blue-Eyed Boy ;
With Your Crooked Heart ; The Siege , which was shortlisted for the 2001
Whitbread Novel of the Year Award and for the Orange Prize for Fiction 2002;
Mourning Ruby ; House of Orphan ; Counting the Stars and The Betrayal , which
was longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2010. She is also a poet, children's novelist
and short-story writer.

A Thousand Splendid Suns

Khaled Hosseini
Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly two
decades later, a friendship grows between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila, as
strong as the ties between mother and daughter. When the Taliban take over, life
becomes a desperate struggle against starvation, brutality and fear. Yet love can
move a person to act in unexpected ways, and lead them to overcome the most
daunting obstacles with a startling heroism.

Annexed

Sharon Dogar
Everyone knows about Anne Frank, and her life hidden in the secret annexe - or do
they? Peter van Pels and his family are locked away in there with the Franks, and
Peter sees it all differently. He's a boy, and for a boy it's just not the same. What is it
like to be forced into hiding with Anne Frank, to hate her and then find yourself
falling in love with her? To know you're being written about in her diary, day after
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day? What's it like to sit and wait and watch whilst others die, and you wish you
were fighting? How can Anne and Peter try to make sense of one of the most
devastating episodes in recent history - the holocaust? Anne's diary ends on August
4 1944, but Peter's story takes us on, beyond their betrayal and into the Nazi death
camps. He details with accuracy, clarity and compassion, the reality of day to day
survival in Auschwitz - and the terrible conclusion. It's a story rooted firmly in
history and it asks a question of us all: Are we listening? 'Is anybody there?' Peter
cries from the depths of his despair in the camps. Read it, and you will be.

Atonement

Ian McEwan
On the hottest day of the summer of 1934, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis sees her
sister Cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into the fountain in the garden of their
country house. Watching her is Robbie Turner, her childhood friend who, like
Cecilia, has recently come down from Cambridge. By the end of that day, the lives
of all three will have been changed for ever. Robbie and Cecilia will have crossed a
boundary they had not even imagined at its start, and will have become victims of
the younger girl's imagination. Briony will have witnessed mysteries, and
committed a crime for which she will spend the rest of her life trying to atone.

Blood Red Road

Moira Young
Winner of the Costa Children's Book Award 2011. I ain't afeared of nuthin. Saba's
twin is golden. She is his living shadow. He is strong and beautiful. She is scrawny
and dark. Nothing will separate them...Raised in isolated Silverlake, Saba is
ignorant of the harsh and violent world beyond her home. But when her twin is
snatched by black-robed riders, red rage fills her soul. How will Saba find him in a
wild, scorching and lawless land? Racing across the cruel dustlands to find him, she
can spare no one. Not even the boy who saves her life. She must silence her heart to
survive. Blood will spill. Every step of Saba's journey sizzles with danger in this
futuristic thriller, which beats with a powerful, red-blooded heart. A shot of pure
adrenalin. Exuberant, exciting and charged with emotion...If a better book for
teenagers is published this year, I'll be surprised. The Times Has an elemental
power, unfolding across achingly barren landscapes, full of blistering hotwinds and
swirling clouds of orange dust. New York Times

Boys Don't Cry

Malorie Blackman
In Boys Don't Cry, bestselling author Malorie Blackman explores the unchartered
territory of teenage fatherhood. You're waiting for the postman - he's bringing your
A level results. University, a career as a journalist - a glittering future lies ahead.
But when the doorbell rings it's your old girlfriend; and she's carrying a baby. Your
baby. You're happy to look after it, just for an hour or two. But then she doesn't
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come back - and your future suddenly looks very different. Malorie's dramatic new
novel will take you on a journey from tears to laughter and back again.

Code Name Verity

Elizabeth Wein
This is an award-winning and bestselling tale of friendship and courage. Only in
wartime could a stalwart lass from Manchester rub shoulders with a Scottish
aristocrat, one a pilot, the other a special operations executive. When a vital mission
goes wrong, and one of the friends has to bail out of a faulty plane over France, she
is captured by the Gestapo and becomes a prisoner of war. The story begins in
'Verity's' own words, as she writes her account for her captors. Truth or lies?
Honour or betrayal? Everything they've ever believed in is put to the test... A
remarkable book. (Daily Mail).

Fugitive Pieces

Anne Michaels
Jakob Beer is seven years old when he is rescued from the muddy ruins of a buried
village in Nazi-occupied Poland. Of his family, he is the only one who has survived.
Under the guidance of the Greek geologist Athos, Jakob must steel himself to
excavate the horrors of his own history. A novel of astounding beauty and wisdom,
Fugitive Pieces is a profound meditation on the resilience of the human spirit and
love's ability to resurrect even the most damaged of hearts.

Genesis

Bernard Beckett
The island Republic has emerged from a ruined world. Its citizens are safe but not
free. Until a man named Adam Forde rescues a girl from the sea. Fourteen-year-old
Anax thinks she knows her history. She'd better. She's sat facing three Examiners
and her five-hour examination has just begun. The subject is close to her heart:
Adam Forde, her long-dead hero. In a series of startling twists, Anax discovers new
things about Adam and her people that question everything she holds sacred. But
why is the Academy allowing her to open up the enigma at its heart? Bernard
Beckett has written a strikingly original novel that weaves dazzling ideas into a truly
moving story about a young girl on the brink of her future.

Guantanamo Boy

Anna Perera
Khalid, a fifteen-year-old Muslim boy from Rochdale, is abducted from Pakistan
while on holiday with his family. He is taken to Guantanamo Bay and held without
charge, where his hopes and dreams are crushed under the cruellest of
circumstances. An innocent denied his freedom at a time when Western boys are
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finding theirs, Khalid tries and fails to understand what's happening to him and
cannot fail to be a changed young man.

Half of a Yellow Sun

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
In 1960s Nigeria, a country blighted by civil war, three lives intersect. Ugwu, a boy
from a poor village, works as a houseboy for a university professor. Olanna, a
young woman, has abandoned her life of privilege in Lagos to live with her
charismatic new lover, the professor. And Richard, a shy English writer, is in thrall
to Olanna's enigmatic twin sister. As the horrific Biafran War engulfs them, they are
thrown together and pulled apart in ways they had never imagined. Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie's masterpiece, winner of the Orange Prize for Fiction, is a novel
about Africa in a wider sense: about the end of colonialism, ethnic allegiances, class
and race - and about the ways in which love can complicate all of these things.

Inside

Julia Jarman
Aged seventeen, Lee is inside for a crime he has committed. And he soon finds out
that prison is not the holiday camp he's heard about. Warned to 'play by the rules' he
has to decide whose rules - the screws' or the other cons'. Life in a Young Offenders
Institution is about survival. But the real struggle is inside Lee himself. Is he
destined to be a 'career con' or can he choose to change his life?

Jane Eyre

Charlotte Bronte
A gothic masterpiece of tempestuous passions and dark secrets, Charlotte Bronte's
Jane Eyre is edited with an introduction and notes by Stevie Davis in Penguin
Classics . Charlotte Bronte tells the story of orphaned Jane Eyre, who grows up in
the home of her heartless aunt, enduring loneliness and cruelty. This troubled
childhood strengthens Jane's natural independence and spirit - which prove
necessary when she finds employment as a governess to the young ward of Byronic,
brooding Mr Rochester. As her feelings for Rochester develop, Jane gradually
uncovers Thornfield Hall's terrible secret, forcing her to make a choice. Should she
stay with Rochester and live with the consequences, or follow her convictions even if it means leaving the man she loves? A novel of intense power and intrigue,
Jane Eyre dazzled readers with its passionate depiction of a woman's search for
equality and freedom. In her introduction, Stevie Davis discusses the novel's
language and politics, its treatment of women's lives and its literary influences. This
edition also includes a chronology, further reading, an appendix and notes. Charlotte
Bronte (1816-55), eldest of the Bronte sisters, was born in Thornton, West
Yorkshire. Jane Eyre was first published in 1847 under the pen-name Currer Bell,
and was followed by Shirley (1848) and Vilette (1853). In 1854 Charlotte Bronte
married her father's curate, Arthur Bell Nicholls. She died during her pregnancy on
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March 31, 1855. The Professor was posthumously published in 1857. If you liked
Jane Eyre , you might enjoy Jean Rhys' Wide Sargasso Sea , also available in
Penguin Classics . At the end we are steeped through and through with the genius,
the vehemence, the indignation of Charlotte Bronte . (Virginia Woolf). Charlotte
Bronte's heroine towers over those around her, morally, intellectually and
aesthetically...she takes a scalpel to the skin of the everyday . (China Mieville). The
masterwork of a great genius . (William Makepeace Thackeray).

Lord of the Flies

William Golding
A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the only survivors, a group of
schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be rescued. By day they inhabit a
land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue seas, but at night their dreams are
haunted by the image of a terrifying beast. In this, his first novel, William Golding
gave the traditional adventure story an ironic, devastating twist. The boys' delicate
sense of order fades, and their childish fears are transformed into something deeper
and more primitive. Their games take on a horrible significance, and before long the
well-behaved party of schoolboys has turned into a tribe of faceless, murderous
savages. First published in 1954, Lord of the Flies is now recognized as a classic,
one of the most celebrated of all modern novels.

My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece

Annabel Pitcher
Ten-year-old Jamie Matthews has just moved to the Lake District with his Dad and
his teenage sister, Jasmine for a 'Fresh New Start'. Five years ago his sister's twin,
Rose, was blown up by a terrorist bomb. His parents are wrecked by their grief,
Jasmine turns to piercing, pink hair and stops eating. The family falls apart. But
Jamie hasn't cried in all that time. To him Rose is just a distant memory. Jamie is far
more interested in his cat, Roger, his birthday Spiderman T-shirt, and in keeping his
new friend Sunya a secret from his dad. And in his deep longing and unshakeable
belief that his Mum will come back to the family she walked out on months ago.
When he sees a TV advert for a talent show, he feels certain that this will change
everything and bring them all back together once and for all.

Nation

Terry Pratchett
On the day the world ends ...Mau is on his way home from the Boys' Island. Soon
he will be a man. And then the wave comes - a huge wave, dragging black night
behind it and bringing a schooner which sails over and through the island rainforest.
The village has gone. The Nation as it was has gone. Now there's just Mau, who
wears barely anything, a trouserman girl who wears far too much, and an awful lot
of big misunderstandings ...Wise, witty and filled with Terry Pratchett's inimitable
comic satire, this is a terrific adventure that - quite literally - turns the world upside
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down.

Never Let Me Go

Kazuo Ishiguro
In one of the most memorable novels of recent years, Kazuo Ishiguro imagines the
lives of a group of students growing up in a darkly skewered version of
contemporary England. Narrated by Kathy, now 31, Never Let Me Go hauntingly
dramatises her attempts to come to terms with her childhood at the seemingly idyllic
Hailsham School, and with the fate that has always awaited her and her closest
friends in the wider world. A story of love, friendship and memory, Never Let Me
Go is charged throughout with a sense of the fragility of life. If you enjoyed Never
Let Me Go, you might also like Ishiguro's The Remains of the Day, now available in
Faber Modern Classics.

Nineteen Eighty-four

George Orwell, Thomas Pynchon
Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston
Smith skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly
rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which demands absolute obedience
and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big
Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith
begins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers the true
price of freedom is betrayal.

No and Me

Delphine de Vigan
Lou Bertignac has an IQ of 160 and a good friend called Lucas who gets her
through the school day. At home her father cries in secret in the bathroom and her
mother hasn't been out of the house properly for years. But Lou is about to change
her life - and that of her parents - for good, all because of a school project she
decides to do about the homeless. Through the project Lou meets No, a teenage girl
living on the streets. As their friendship grows, Lou cannot bear that No is still on
the streets when she goes back home - even if it is to a home that is saddened and
desolate. So she asks her parents if No can come to live with them. To her
astonishment, her parents - eventually - agree. No's presence forces Lou and her
parents to finally face the sadness that has enveloped them. But No has disruptive as
well as positive effects. Can this shaky, newfound family continue to live together?
A tense, brilliant novel tackling the true meanings of home and homelessness.
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Numbers

Rachel Ward
Since her mother's death, fifteen-year-old Jem has kept a secret. When her eyes
meet someone else's, a number pops into her head - the date on which they will die.
Knowing that nothing lasts forever, Jem avoids relationships, but when she meets a
boy called Spider, and they plan a day out together, her life takes a new twist and
turn. Waiting for the London Eye, she sees everyone in the queue has the same
number - something terrible is going to happen.

Of Mice and Men

John Steinbeck, Susan Shillinglaw
Streetwise George and his big, childlike friend Lennie are drifters, searching for
work in the fields and valleys of California. They have nothing except the clothes on
their back, and a hope that one day they'll find a place of their own and live the
American dream. But dreams come at a price. Gentle giant Lennie doesn't know his
own strength, and when they find work at a ranch he gets into trouble with the boss's
daughter-in-law. Trouble so bad that even his protector George may not be able to
save him.

On Beauty

Zadie Smith
Zadie Smith's On Beauty is a funny, powerful and moving story about love and
family. Why do we fall in love with the people we do? Why do we visit our
mistakes on our children? What makes life truly beautiful? Set in New England
mainly and London partly, On Beauty concerns a pair of feuding families - the
Belseys and the Kipps - and a clutch of doomed affairs. It puts low morals among
high ideals and asks some searching questions about what life does to love. For the
Belseys and the Kipps, the confusions - both personal and political - of our
uncertain age are about to be brought close to home: right to the heart of family. The
novel I didn't want to finish, I was enjoying it so much . (John Sutherland, Evening
Standard ). Thrums with intellectual sass and know-how . ( Literary Review ).
Delightfully entertaining ...filled with humour, generosity and contemporary sparkle
. (Alex Clark, Daily Telegraph ). My novel of the year ...Delicious . (Liz Jones,
Evening Standard ). Satirical, wise and sexy . ( Washington Post ). Heartstopping . (
The Times Literary Supplement ). A triumph, Smith's comedy shines . ( Daily Mail
). Ambitious, hugely impressive, beautifully observed . ( Guardian ). Zadie Smith
was born in north-west London in 1975. Her debut novel, White Teeth , won the
Whitbread First Novel Award, the Guardian First Book Award, the James Tait
Black Memorial Prize for Fiction, and the Commonwealth Writers' First Book Prize,
and was included in TIME 100 Best English-language Novels from 1923 to 2005.
Her second novel, On Beauty , was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and won
the Orange Prize for Fiction. She has written two further novels, The Autograph
Man and NW , a collection of essays, Changing My Mind , and also edited a shortstory anthology, The Book of Other People .
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Out of Shadows

Jason Wallace
'If I stood you in front of a man, pressed a gun into your palm and told you to
squeeze the trigger, would you do it?' 'No, sir, no way!' 'What if I then told you we'd
gone back in time and his name was Adolf Hitler? Would you do it then?'
Zimbabwe, 1980s The war is over, independence has been won and Robert Mugabe
has come to power offering hope, land and freedom to black Africans. It is the end
of the Old Way and the start of a promising new era. For Robert Jacklin, it's all new:
new continent, new country, new school. And very quickly he learns that for some
of his classmates, the sound of guns is still loud, and their battles rage on ...white
boys who want their old country back, not this new black African government. Boys
like Ivan. Clever, cunning Ivan. For him, there is still one last battle to fight, and
he's taking it right to the very top.

Pride and Prejudice

Jane Austen, Tony Tanner, Anne Rees Jones
When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam Darcy, she thinks
him arrogant and conceited; he is indifferent to her good looks and lively mind.
When she later discovers that Darcy has involved himself in the troubled
relationship between his friend Bingley and her beloved sister Jane, she is
determined to dislike him more than ever. In the sparkling comedy of manners that
follows, Jane Austen shows the folly of judging by first impressions and superbly
evokes the friendships, gossip and snobberies of provincial middle-class life.

Prisoner of the Inquisition

Theresa Breslin
Zarita, only daughter of the town magistrate, lives a life of wealth and privilege.
Indulged by her parents, she is free to spend her days as she pleases, enjoying
herself in the company of an eligible young nobleman, horse riding, or leisurely
studying the arts. Saulo, son of a family reduced by circumstances to begging,
witnesses his father wrongfully arrested and dealt with in the most horrifying way.
Hauled off to be a slave at sea and pursued by pirates he encounters the ambitious
mariner explorer, Christopher Columbus. Throughout his hardships Saulo is
determined to survive - for he has sworn vengeance on the magistrate and his
family. As Zarita's life also undergoes harsh changes the formidable and frightening
Inquisition arrives in the area, bringing menacing shadows of suspicion with acts of
cruel brutality - and ultimately, amid the intrigues of the court of Queen Isabella and
King Ferdinand in the splendid Moorish city of Grenada, betrayal and revenge ...
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Rebecca

Daphne Du Maurier, Sally Beauman
Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again ...Working as a lady's companion, the
heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Life begins to look very bleak until, on a trip to
the South of France, she meets Maxim de Winter, a handsome widower whose
sudden proposal of marriage takes her by surprise. She accepts, but whisked from
glamorous Monte Carlo to the ominous and brooding Manderley, the new Mrs de
Winter finds Max a changed man. And the memory of his dead wife Rebecca is
forever kept alive by the forbidding Mrs Danvers ...Not since Jane Eyre has a
heroine faced such difficulty with the Other Woman. An international bestseller that
has never gone out of print, Rebecca is the haunting story of a young girl consumed
by love and the struggle to find her identity.

Stolen

Lucy Christopher
Sixteen year old Gemma is kidnapped from Bangkok airport and taken to the
Australian Outback. This wild and desolate landscape becomes almost a character in
the book, so vividly is it described. Ty, her captor, is no stereotype. He is young, fit
and completely gorgeous. This new life in the wilderness has been years in the
planning. He loves only her, wants only her. Under the hot glare of the Australian
sun, cut off from the world outside, can the force of his love make Gemma love him
back? The story takes the form of a letter, written by Gemma to Ty, reflecting on
those strange and disturbing months in the outback. Months when the lines between
love and obsession, and love and dependency, blur until they don't exist \- almost.

Teacher's Dead

Benjamin Zephaniah
A teacher is dead, murdered by two of his students in front of the school. He was a
good man. People liked him. So how could this happen? Why? It just doesn't make
sense to Jackson, and he is determined to investigate the case until he understands.
Benjamin Zephaniah has, once again, chosen a topical and hard-hitting subject - and
he deals with it in his own uniquely empathetic and edgy way.

The Ask and the Answer

Patrick Ness
We were in the square, in the square where I'd run, holding her, carrying her, telling
her to stay alive, stay alive till we got safe, till we got to Haven so I could save her But there weren't no safety, no safety at all, there was just him and his men. Fleeing
before a relentless army, Todd has carried a desperately wounded Viola right into
the hands of their worst enemy, Mayor Prentiss. Immediately separated from Viola
and imprisoned, Todd is forced t learn the ways of the Mayor's new order. But what
secrets are hiding just outside of town? And where is Viola? Is she even still alive?
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And who are the mysterious Answer? And then, one day, the bombs begin to
explode. The Ask and the Answer is a tense, shocking and deeply moving novel of
resistance under the most extreme pressure. This is the second book in the Chaos
Walking trilogy.

The Book Thief

Markus Zusak
HERE IS A SMALL FACT - YOU ARE GOING TO DIE. 1939. Nazi Germany.
The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier. Liesel, a nine-yearold girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street. Her parents have been
taken away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books. This is her story and the
story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs begin to fall. SOME
IMPORTANT INFORMATION - THIS NOVEL IS NARRATED BY DEATH. It's
a small story, about: a girl, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist
fighter, and quite a lot of thievery. ANOTHER THING YOU SHOULD KNOW DEATH WILL VISIT THE BOOK THIEF THREE TIMES

The Bride's Farewell

Meg Rosoff
With its brooding and atmospheric nineteenth century setting, Meg Rosoff's The
Bride's Farewell is a romantic novel that continues to haunt and captivate the reader
long after reading. On the morning of her wedding, Pell Ridley creeps out of bed in
the dark, kisses her sisters goodbye and flees - determined to escape a future that
offers nothing but hard work and sorrow. The road ahead is rich with longing,
silence and secrets, and each encounter leads her closer to the untold story of her
past. And then she meets a hunter - infuriating, mysterious and cold. His fate
appears to be strangely entwined with her own. Will he help her to find what she
seeks? Or must she continue to wander the earth, searching for love and lost
things...Bestselling author Meg Rosoff has received great critical acclaim since the
publication of her first novel How I Live Now (winner of the Guardian Children's
Fiction Prize). Her other novels, Just in Case (winner of the 2007 Carnegie Medal)
and What I Was which was described by The Times as 'Samuel Beckett on ecstasy',
are also available from Puffin. Follow Meg on Twitter @megrosoff.

The Catcher in the Rye

J. D. Salinger
The Catcher in the Rye is J . D. Salinger's world-famous novel of disaffected youth.
Holden Caulfield is a seventeen- year-old dropout who has just been kicked out of
his fourth school. Navigating his way through the challenges of growing up, Holden
dissects the 'phony' aspects of society, and the 'phonies' themselves: the headmaster
whose affability depends on the wealth of the parents, his roommate who scores
with girls using sickly-sweet affection. Written with the clarity of a boy leaving
childhood behind, The Catcher in the Rye explores the world with disarming
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frankness and a warm, affecting charisma which has made this novel a universally
loved classic of twentieth-century literature. J. D. Salinger was born in 1919 and
died in January 2010. He grew up in New York City, and wrote short stories from
an early age, but his breakthrough came in 1948 with the publication in The New
Yorker of A Perfect Day for Bananafish . The Catcher in the Rye was his first and
only novel, published in 1951. It remains one of the most translated, taught and
reprinted texts, and has sold some 65 million copies. His other works include the
novellas Franny and Zooey , For Esme with Love and Squalor , and Raise High the
Roof Beam, Carpenters, published with Seymour - An Introduction .

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time

Mark Haddon
Christopher is 15 and lives in Swindon with his father. He has Asperger's
Syndrome, a form of autism. He is obsessed with maths, science and Sherlock
Holmes but finds it hard to understand other people. When he discovers a dead dog
on a neighbour's lawn he decides to solve the mystery and write a detective thriller
about it. As in all good detective stories, however, the more he unearths, the deeper
the mystery gets - for both Christopher and the rest of his family.

The God of Small Things

Arundhati Roy
'They all broke the rules. They all crossed into forbidden territory. They all
tampered with the laws that lay down who should be loved, and how. And how
much.' This is the story of Rahel and Estha, twins growing up among the banana
vats and peppercorns of their blind grandmother's factory, and amid scenes of
political turbulence in Kerala. Armed only with the innocence of youth, they fashion
a childhood in the shade of the wreck that is their family: their lonely, lovely
mother, their beloved Uncle Chacko (pickle baron, radical Marxist, bottom-pincher)
and their sworn enemy, Baby Kochamma (ex-nun, incumbent grand-aunt).
Arundhati Roy's Booker Prize-winning novel was the literary sensation of the
1990s: a story anchored to anguish but fuelled by wit and magic.

The Great Gatsby

F. Scott Fitzgerald, Tony Tanner, Tony Tanner
Now the subject of a major new film from director Baz Luhrmann ( Romeo+Juliet ,
Moulin Rouge! ), starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Carey Mulligan, The Great
Gatsby is F. Scott Fitzgerald's brilliant fable of the hedonistic excess and tragic
reality of 1920s America. This Penguin Classics edition is edited with an
introduction and notes by Tony Tanner. Young, handsome and fabulously rich, Jay
Gatsby is the bright star of the Jazz Age, but as writer Nick Carraway is drawn into
the decadent orbit of his Long Island mansion, where the party never seems to end,
he finds himself faced by the mystery of Gatsby's origins and desires. Beneath the
shimmering surface of his life, Gatsby is hiding a secret: a silent longing that can
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never be fulfilled. And soon, this destructive obsession will force his world to
unravel. In The Great Gatsby , Fitzgerald brilliantly captures both the
disillusionment of post-war America and the moral failure of a society obsessed
with wealth and status. But he does more than render the essence of a particular
time and place, for - in chronicling Gatsby's tragic pursuit of his dream - Fitzgerald
re-creates the universal conflict between illusion and reality. Like Jay Gatsby, F.
Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940) has acquired a mythical status in American literary
history, and his masterwork. The Great Gatsby is considered by many to be the
'great American novel'. In 1920 he married Zelda Sayre, dubbed 'the first American
Flapper', and their traumatic marriage and Zelda's gradual descent into insanity
became the leading influence on his writing. As well as many short stories,
Fitzgerald wrote five novels This Side of Paradise , The Great Gatsby , The
Beautiful and the Damned , Tender is the Night and, incomplete at the time of his
death, The Last Tycoon . After his death The New York Times said of him that 'in
fact and in the literary sense he created a generation '. A classic, perhaps the
supreme American novel . (John Carey, Sunday Times Books of the Century).

The Handmaid's Tale

Margaret Atwood
The Republic of Gilead offers Offred only one function: to breed. If she deviates,
she will, like dissenters, be hanged at the wall or sent out to die slowly of radiation
sickness. But even a repressive state cannot obliterate desire - neither Offred's nor
that of the two men on which her future hangs. Brilliantly conceived and executed,
this powerful evocation of twenty-first century America gives full rein to Margaret
Atwood's devastating irony, wit and astute perception.

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy

Douglas Adams, Eoin Colfer
One Thursday lunchtime, the Earth gets unexpectedly demolished to make way for a
new hyperspace bypass. It's the final straw for Arthur Dent, who has already had his
house bulldozed that morning. But for Arthur, that is only the beginning ...In the
seconds before global obliteration, Arthur is plucked from the planet by his friend
Ford Prefect - and together the pair venture out across the galaxy on the craziest,
strangest road trip of all time.

The Hunger Games

Suzanne Collins
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she is forced
to represent her district in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV.
But Katniss has been close to death before - and survival, for her, is second nature.
The Hunger Games is a searing novel set in a future with unsettling parallels to our
present. Welcome to the deadliest reality TV show ever...
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The Kite Runner

Khaled Hosseini
Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting
tournament and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the
boys can foresee what will happen to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to
shatter their lives. After the Russians invade and the family is forced to flee to
America, Amir realises that one day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban
rule to find the one thing that his new world cannot grant him: redemption.

The Lord of the Rings

J. R. R. Tolkien
Continuing the story begun in The Hobbit, all three parts of the epic masterpiece,
The Lord of the Rings, in one paperback. Features the definitive edition of the text,
fold-out flaps with the original two-colour maps, and a revised and expanded index.
Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power - the means by
which he intends to rule Middle-earth. All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the
One Ring - the ring that rules them all - which has fallen into the hands of the
hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds
himself faced with an immense task, as the Ring is entrusted to his care. He must
leave his home and make a perilous journey across the realms of Middle-earth to the
Crack of Doom, deep inside the territories of the Dark Lord. There he must destroy
the Ring forever and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose. Since it was first
published in 1954, The Lord of the Rings has been a book people have treasured.
Steeped in unrivalled magic and otherworldliness, its sweeping fantasy has touched
the hearts of young and old alike. This single-volume paperback edition is the
definitive text, fully restored with almost 400 corrections - with the full co-operation
of Christopher Tolkien - and features a striking new cover.

The Time Traveler's Wife

Audrey Niffenegger
This is the extraordinary love story of Clare and Henry who met when Clare was six
and Henry was thirty-six, and were married when Clare was twenty-two and Henry
thirty. Impossible but true, because Henry suffers from a rare condition where his
genetic clock periodically resets and he finds himself pulled suddenly into his past
or future. In the face of this force they can neither prevent nor control, Henry and
Clare's struggle to lead normal lives is both intensely moving and entirely
unforgettable.

When I Lived in Modern Times

Linda Grant
It is April 1946. Evelyn Sert, 20 years old, a hairdresser from Soho, sails for
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Palestine, where Jewish refugees and idealists are gathering from across Europe to
start a new life in a brand new country. In the glittering, cosmopolitan, Bauhaus city
of Tel Aviv, anything seems possible - the new self, new Jew, new woman are all
feasible. Evelyn, adept at disguises, reinvents herself as the bleached blonde
Priscilla Jones. Immersed in a world of passionate idealism, she finds love, and with
Johnny, her lover, finds herself at the heart of a very dangerous game.

When I Was Joe

Keren David
When Ty witnesses a stabbing, his own life is in danger from the criminals he's
named, and he and his mum have to go into police protection. Ty has a new name, a
new look and a cool new image - life as Joe is good, especially when he gets talent
spotted as a potential athletics star, special training from an attractive local celebrity
and a lot of female attention. But his mum can't cope with her new life, and the
gangsters will stop at nothing to flush them from hiding. Joe's cracking under
extreme pressure, and then he meets a girl with dark secrets of her own. This
wonderfully gripping and intelligent novel depicts Ty/Joe's confused sense of
identity in a moving and funny story that teenage boys and girls will identify with a remarkable debut from a great new writing talent.

When You Reach Me

Rebecca Stead
Miranda's life is starting to unravel. Her best friend, Sal, gets punched by a kid on
the street for what seems like no reason, and he shuts Miranda out of his life. The
key that Miranda's mum keeps hidden for emergencies is stolen. And then a
mysterious note arrives: 'I am coming to save your friend's life, and my own. I ask
two favours. First, you must write me a letter.' The notes keep coming, and Miranda
slowly realises that whoever is leaving them knows things no one should know.
Each message brings her closer to believing that only she can prevent a tragic death.
Until the final note makes her think she's too late.

Wuthering Heights

Emily Bronte, Lucasta Miller
Emily Bronte's only novel, a work of tremendous and far-reaching influence, the
Penguin Classics edition of Wuthering Heights is the definitive edition of the text,
edited with an introduction by Pauline Nestor. Lockwood, the new tenant of
Thrushcross Grange, situated on the bleak Yorkshire moors, is forced to seek shelter
one night at Wuthering Heights, the home of his landlord. There he discovers the
history of the tempestuous events that took place years before; of the intense
relationship between the gypsy foundling Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw; and
how Catherine, forced to choose between passionate, tortured Heathcliff and gentle,
well-bred Edgar Linton, surrendered to the expectations of her class. As Heathcliff's
bitterness and vengeance at his betrayal is visited upon the next generation, their
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innocent heirs must struggle to escape the legacy of the past. In this edition, a new
preface by Lucasta Miller, author of The Bronte Myth , looks at the ways in which
the novel has been interpreted, from Charlotte Bronte onwards. This complements
Pauline Nestor's introduction, which discusses changing critical receptions of the
novel, as well as Emily Bronte's influences and background. Emily Bronte (181848), along with her sisters, Charlotte and Anne, was one of the most significant
literary figures of the 19th century. She wrote just one strikingly innovative novel,
Wuthering Heights , but was also a gifted and intense poet. If you enjoyed
Wuthering Heights , you may like Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre, also available in
Penguin Classics . 'Wuthering Heights is commonly thought of as romantic , but try
rereading it without being astonished by the comfortableness with which Bronte's
characters subject one another to extremes of physical and psychological violence.
(Jeanette Winterson). As a first novel, there is very little that can compare to it.
Even Shakespeare took over a decade to reach the clifftop extremities of King Lear
(Sarah Waters).

