Lovereading
KS3 (11 - 14 yrs) - Reluctant Readers
The list below was created from a survey run on Lovereading4schools where we asked Teachers and
Parents to recommend books that they have found helpful in encouraging reluctant readers.
As with all Lovereading4schools book lists please treat this as a template and adapt it if you wish.
A Swift Pure Cry

Siobhan Dowd
After Shell's mother dies, her obsessively religious father descends into alcoholic
mourning and Shell is left to care for her younger brother and sister. Her only
release from the harshness of everyday life comes from her budding spiritual
friendship with a naive young priest, and most importantly, her developing
relationship with childhood friend, Declan, charming, eloquent and persuasive. But
when Declan suddenly leaves Ireland to seek his fortune in America, Shell finds
herself pregnant and the centre of a scandal that rocks the small community in
which she lives, with repercussions across the whole country. The lives of those
immediately around her will never be the same again.

Boy Soldier

Andy McNab, Robert Rigby
Gripping, action-packed thriller from the best-selling author of BRAVO TWO
ZERO. Ideal for adventure-seeking readers. Danny Watts's grandfather, Fergus, was
a traitor. One of the worst sort. An SAS explosives expert who betrayed his country
and his Regiment for money. Drug money. He was arrested and left to rot and die in
a Columbian jail. At least, that's what seventeen-year-old Danny is told when his
hopes of becoming a soldier are destroyed for ever. But he knows something the
army doesn't seem to know. Fergus Watts is alive and in the UK, living in secret
under an assumed name - but where? Fergus is Danny's only living relative. Burning
with fury and desire for revenge, Danny sets out to track down his grandfather and
expose him. In doing so he sets in train an explosive sequence of events which
throw Danny and Fergus together on the run from the people who want Fergus, and
now Danny, dead. Packed with breathtaking action, SAS procedures and
surveillance and survival techniques, this is a fast-moving, action-packed thriller for
teenagers.

Bumface

Morris Gleitzman
Angus dreams of being bold, brave, wild and free, like Bumface the pirate in the
stories he tells his younger siblings. Instead he's his mum's Mr Dependable, always
looking after the younger ones and cleaning up. He's desperate to stop his mum
adding another baby to the family so comes up with a plan to prevent her getting
pregnant. With a bit of help from his new friend, Rindi, he might just do it ...
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Cirque Du Freak Complete & Unabridged

Darren Shan
The first part of the chilling Saga of Darren Shan, the ordinary schoolboy plunged
into the vampire world. THE SAGA OF DARREN SHAN BOOK 1 Darren goes to
a banned freak show with his best mate Steve. It's the wonderfully gothic Cirque Du
Freak where weird, frightening half human/half animals appear who interact
terrifyingly with the audience. Darren -- a spider freak -- 'falls in love' with Madam
Octa -- an enormous tarantula owned by Mr Crepsley. Darren determines to steal
the spider so that he can train it to perform amazing deeds. But his daring theft goes
horribly wrong. The spider bites Steve and Darren has to sell his soul to Mr
Crepsley -- a member of the vampire clan -- to get the antidote. Something out of
the ordinary is set against the background of children's normal lives to chilling
effect. Atmospheric, funny, realistic, moving and! terrifying.

Dark Satanic Mills

Marcus Sedgwick, Julian Sedgwick
This is a powerful new story and debut comic book from award-winning and multiselling author Marcus Sedgwick collaborating with brother Julian Sedgwick and
internationally renowned comics artist John Higgins. Set in a near-future Britain,
Dark Satanic Mills tracks a young girl's journey from the flooded landmarks of
London to the vast, scorched and abandoned hills of the north. Framed for a murder
she did not commit, the innocent and beautiful Christie has no other choice but to
run for her life. Both a cautionary tale and a rip-roaring road trip, Dark Satanic Mills
is altogether an intelligent, captivating and thrilling ride - The Wizard of Oz for a
new generation, told in exhilarating shades of light and dark. This is a bold and
compelling cautionary tale bringing together a forceful cast of characters in an
elegantly conceived plot that explores prejudice, violence, fundamentalism and
freedom. It is an ideal book for young adults and those who are fans of Marcus'
work as well as comics fans and readers of Judge Dredd and the iconic British
comic 2000AD. Marcus and Julian were both inspired by the art and writing of
William Blake and the book is infused with many of these influences, reflected in
the stunning visuals and design of the book.

Fight for the Future

Jeff Norton
Jonah Delacroix can't stand the real world - so he lives most of his life inside a
global computer-based virtual world called the Metasphere, where everyone is
represented by an avatar. When he discovers the avatar of his dead father, and
assumes his online identity, a series of events are unleashed that compel Jonah to
race across the real world with a secret society to protect the freedom of all
mankind...

Lovereading
Hatchet

Gary Paulsen
There was a wild crashing sound, a ripping of metal, and the plane blew through the
trees, out over the water and down, down to slam into the lake ...Brian is a city boy.
Not used to living rough. Until his plane crash-lands in the Canadian wilderness. All
he has is a hatchet - and a desperate will to survive. Now Brian must learn to live
the hard way - or die.

Holes

Louis Sachar
Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck going back generations, so he is
not too surprised when a miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp Green Lake
Juvenile Detention Centre. Nor is he very surprised when he is told that his daily
labour at the camp is to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, and report
anything that he finds in that hole. The warden claims that it is character building,
but this is a lie and Stanley must dig up the truth. In this wonderfully inventive,
compelling novel that is both serious and funny, Louis Sachar has created a
masterpiece that will leave all readers amazed and delighted by the author's
narrative flair and brilliantly handled plot.

Mad Scientists

Gill Arbuthnott
From the man who ate everything, to the cat that's both alive and dead...A hilarious
but informative look at some of science's strangest ideas - and thinkers! Barrington
Stoke specialise in books for reluctant, struggling and dyslexic readers.

Martyn Pig

Kevin Brooks
With his father dead, Martyn has a choice. Tell the police what happened - and be
suspected of murder. Or get rid of the body and get on with the rest of his life.
Simple, right? Not quite. One story leads to another. Secrets and lies become darker
and crazier. And Martyn is faced with twists and turns that leave him reeling. Life is
never easy. But death is even harder.

Noughts and Crosses Book 1

Malorie Blackman
Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought - a
'colourless' member of the underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses. The two
have been friends since early childhood. But that's as far as it can go. Against a
background of prejudice, distrust and mounting terrorist violence, a romance builds
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between Sephy and Callum - a romance that is to lead both of them into terrible
danger ...

Private Peaceful

Michael, M.B.E. Morpurgo
Heroism or cowardice? A stunning story of the First World War from a master
storyteller. Told in the voice of a young soldier, the story follows 24 hours in his life
at the front during WW1, and captures his memories as he looks back over his life.
Full of stunningly researched detail and engrossing atmosphere, the book leads to a
dramatic and moving conclusion. Both a love story and a deeply moving account of
the horrors of the First World War, this book will reach everyone from 9 to 90.

Refugee Boy

Benjamin Zephaniah
Alem is on holiday with his father for a few days in London. He has never been out
of Ethiopia before and is very excited. They have a great few days togther until one
morning when Alem wakes up in the bed and breakfast they are staying at to find
the unthinkable. His father has left him. It is only when the owner of the bed and
breakfast hands him a letter that Alem is given an explanation. Alem's father admits
that because of the political problems in Ethiopia both he and Alem's mother felt
Alem would be safer in London - even though it is breaking their hearts to do this.
Alem is now on his own, in the hands of the social services and the Refugee
Council. He lives from letter to letter, waiting to hear from his father, and in
particular about his mother, who has now gone missing...A powerful, gripping new
novel from the popular Benjamin Zephaniah

Stormbreaker

Anthony Horowitz
When his guardian dies in suspicious circumstances, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider
finds his world turned upside down. Forcibly recruited into MI6, Alex has to take
part in gruelling SAS training exercises. Then, armed with his own special set of
secret gadgets, he's off on his first mission to Cornwall, where Middle-Eastern
multi-billionaire Herod Sayle is producing his state-of-the-art Stormbreaker
computers. Sayle has offered to give one free to every school in the country - but
there's more to the gift than meets the eye.

The Little Soldier

Bernard Ashley
When Kaninda survives a brutal attack on his village in East Africa he joins the
rebel army, where he's trained to carry weapons, and use them. But aid workers take
him to London, to a new family and a comprehensive school. Clan and tribal
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conflicts are everywhere, and on the streets it's estate versus estate, urban tribe
against urban tribe. All Kaninda wants it to get back to his own war and take
revenge on his enemies. But together with Laura Rose, the daughter of his new
family, he is drawn into a dangerous local conflict that is spiraling out of control.

Wasted

L. A. Weatherly
For Jake, playing his guitar is his only respite from life with his alcoholic mother.
When he runs away from home to escape his mother's violence, he ends up in a
squat and resorts to busking to earn some cash. But will music help him get home?
Gritty urban story. Barrington Stoke specialise in books for reluctant, struggling and
dyslexic readers.

